
 

TUFFEE, GEORGE  

 Nationality: United Kingdom  

 Private  

Regiment: 5th (Royal Irish) Lancers : "A" Squadron.  

Age: 34  

 Killed in Action Date of Death: 20/09/1914  

Service No: 5769  

He was born in Gravesend, Kent. Son of James and Clair Tuffee, of 1, Cambrian Grove, Gravesend, Kent; 

husband of Rosella Tuffee, of 18, George St., Colchester.  He enlisted in Chatham. Served in the South African 

War.. Residence in "Soldiers Died in the Great War" shown  as Rowhedge 

Troopers of the 5th Lancers crossing a river during the Boer War. 

The Boer War in 1899, was the first major war the 5th Royal Irish fought as Lancers   By the time they 

embarked from India for Africa they had acquired a fine reputation; General Officer Commanding Bengal 

described them as: "A first rate Regiment in first rate order; I never saw a better." But the Boer War 

demonstrated that the new century required new tactics. The invention of smokeless gunpowder and rapid firing 

rifles meant that the role of the cavalry had to change, although the 5th Lancers did make a traditional cavalry 

charge at Elandslaagte on the 21st October 1899. Subsequently, the Regiment had the dubious honour of being 

besieged in the town of Ladysmith in General Sir George White's garrison; the Boers besieged the garrison for 

four months before the it was eventually relieved. So short were the rations that one officer wrote: "Emaciated 

troop horse was issued to the troops in a disguised and more palatable form - as paste, sausage meat and even 

calves-foot jelly." 

 



A squadron of 

Royal Irish Lancers 

passing 

Wellington's statue 

in Aldershot.  

The Curragh 

Mutiny In 1914 

whilst in Dublin the 

5th Royal Irish 

Lancers came under 

the command of 

Brigadier Gough 

(along with other 

cavalry regiments) 

were embroiled in 

the political turmoil 

gripping Ireland at 

that time. The 

refusal of Protestant 

Ulstermen to accept home rule and their subsequent formation of the Ulster Volunteer Force gave rise to the 

situation where officers may be ordered to use force against the Ulstermen. General Paget, GOC Irish 

Command, mistakenly informed his Brigade commanders that their officers had the option of action against 

Ulster or resignation. Eighteen of the Twenty serving officers in the regiment chose to resign their commissions 

rather than fight their fellow Ulstermen. Many refused to retract their resignations when interviewed by their 

superiors. This prompted the summoning of the commanding officer of the 5th (along with the other lancer 

regiments) to the War Office in London to explain themselves. Matters were settled when the Secretary of State 

for War and the Chief of the Imperial Staff resigned.  

 

The 3rd Cavalry Division arriving in Mons 13th October 1914 , 3weeks after George's death  

IWM Q69527  

World War 1 In the 1914-1918 War, the 5th. Lancers, as part of the 3rd Cavalry Brigade, were heavily 

involved and played a major role in the initial mobile actions fought by the BEF. They gained the distinction of 

being the last cavalry regiment to withdraw from Mons during the retreat; they also had the privilege to be the 

first British regiment to re-enter Mons after the pursuit in November 1918. George fell during the Mons 



campaign. The regiment was the last to leave Mons in the retreat of 1914 and the first to re-enter the town in the 

advance of 1918.    

   

Queen's & King's  Boer War Medal  1914 Mons Star1914-

20 War Medal  1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 

   

 

 Casualty Type: Commonwealth War 

Dead  

Cemetery: LA FERTE-SOUS-

JOUARRE MEMORIAL 

La Ferte-sous-Jouarre is a small town 

66 kilometres to the east of Paris, and 

the Memorial is situated in a small park 

on the south bank of the River Marne, 

just off the main road to Paris. The 

Memorial Register is kept at the Town 

Hall. The La Ferte-sous-Jouarre 

Memorial commemorates nearly 4,000 

officers and men of the British 

Expeditionary Force who died in 

August, September and the early part of 

October 1914 and who have no known grave. The monument consists of a rectangular block of stone, 62 feet by 

30 feet and 24 feet high, with the names of the dead engraved on stone panels on all sides of the monument. The 

monument is surmounted by a sarcophagus and a trophy carved in stone. At the four corners of the pavement are 

stone piers with urns, carved with the coats of arms of the Empire. No. of Identified Casualties: 3740 
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